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Please note the list of finalists is in first name alphabetical order.  

Finalist No. 1 
Aisling MacNamara 
 
Entry Title   
‘It's the Luas Jim, but not as we know it’ 

 
 

 
Information 
 
The inspiration behind the illustration came from a famous Star Trek quote: "its life Jim, but not as 
we know it". This quote fits this year’s theme well as the expansion of the Luas line is on the 
horizon...boldly going where no TRAM has gone before. 
 
Aisling MacNamara is a Dublin based Animator and Illustrator. She takes Luas into the city every day 

and does and excellent impression of the Luas lady's Gaelic pronunciations! 
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Finalist No. 2 
Anna Wiercioch 
 
Entry Title  
‘The Future is Luas’  

 

 
 
Information 

The artwork is based on the E.T.  idea and the Dublin skyline and was completed using acrylic paints. 

The skyline includes the Spire, Dublin Castle, Guinness, Poolbeg, the Wellington Monument, Custom 

House and St. Patrick’s Cathedral – the places which are so characteristic for Dublin. The bridge 

shape inspired her to bend the Luas on the picture. Flying Luas signify development of the Luas 

network will be fast and in the future we will be able to go by Luas to the Dublin suburbs. 

Anna was born in Poland and has lived in Dublin since 2006.  She completed a Master’s in Pedagogy: 

Art and Music in Poland. She paints occasionally, looks for inspiration and tries to express herself 

through painting and taking pictures. She works as an after School Teacher and Receptionist and 

occasionally volunteers as a Photographer. 
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Finalist No. 3 
Anna Niepsuj 
 
Entry Title 
‘The Future is Luas’  

 

 

Information 

 
Anna emphasised the ecological and time saving aspects of Luas which are very important today and 

certainly will be in the future. She created a straight forward illustration showing the advantages of 

the Luas and how it can be perceived as being the future. She incorporated text and image into her 

design to highlight all aspects people should be concerned about when they think about tomorrow. 

Anna is Polish and moved to Ireland 7 years ago. She is currently a 3rd year student of Visual 

Communication at Dublin Institute of Technology. She plans to work as a professional Designer and 

Illustrator on completion of her course.  
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Finalist No. 4 
Aoibheann Lawless 
 
Entry Title 
‘Connecting’  

 

 

Information 

 
In a city like Dublin, there are many different styles of architecture; from the Vikings to Georgian. 
They are linked together in what seems like a random way, but when you look closer, you see how 
neatly they sit together. From Christchurch Cathedral to the Dublin City council building, Dublin 
cannot be said to have one style. The same can be said for the cultural diversity. This piece is about 
connection and separation, joining and working together harmoniously while still retaining the 
freedom to express what makes us different. We share our city and our services and we must 
respect and celebrate our differences. 

 
Aoibheann was born in Galway and craftwork was an early influence on her growing up, being 
taught to knit and sew from an early age. She was also exposed to the traditional Irish culture: the 
arts, the language and the production of crafts in Connemara throughout her childhood.  Her studies 
include Fine Art, Software Design & Development and a Degree in the Irish language. She currently 
lives and works in Dublin.  Her early textile influence can be seen in her works, mixing patterns and 
small detailing. She is influenced by the works of Banksy, who deals directly with the urban 
environment and Nicky De Saint-Phalle, who works are almost cartoonish. 
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Finalist No. 5 
Arif Iqbal 
 
Entry Title 
‘The Future is Luas: The Future with Luas’ 

 
 

 

Information 

 
This piece shows how Dublin might evolve in next few decades, where people are still living in 
harmony, and good things are happening to Ireland and its inhabitants, and we finally have robots 
and a world cup victory! At the centre of it all we have Luas, the most convenient and frequent 
transport anyone can ever get. 

Arif is currently studying Animation at Ballyfermot College of Further Education. He is from 
Bangladesh and has lived in Dublin for seven years. Arif was a finalist in the Luas Art Competition in 
2012. 
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Finalist No. 6 
Dave Dekeyser 
 
Entry Title 
‘The Future is Luas’ 

 

 

Information 

 
For as long as he can remember Dave relied on public transport to go from A to B. When he was 

young it was to get to school, and now he needs it to get to work. Luas is part of our daily life, we 

meet new people, we see strange people, and we stumble into somebody we haven't seen for 20 

odd years. This is why he decided to tell a story of a boy and his father who meet a girl on Luas. In 

every window we see into their future, the father gets older, the kids become a couple and later 

have a child, and the story continues. The Luas is literally getting us from one stop to the next in life. 

Dave moved to Ireland during the Celtic Tiger since there were many opportunities for language 

speakers. After working in an office environment for 10 odd years, he recently took the plunge (at 

32) and turned his hobby into a job. He now works as an Animator in Dublin, and can't say he still 

dreads waking up Monday mornings. It's never too late to follow your dreams!  
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Finalist No. 7 
Iwona Blasi 
 
Entry Title 
‘With Luas To The Future’ 

 

 

Information 

The meaning of Luas is speed in English which also indicates the fastest possible way of transport 

therefore it was a direct association - the future of Luas is to go as fast and as far as the space rocket. 

Because who knows what the future might bring. Anything and everything is possible, not only in our 

imagination…   

Iwona is from Poland and came to Ireland over 10 years ago. She studied Social Science though her 

passion has always been art. She currently works in a charity organisation in Tallaght called Anam 

Cara which helps parents after the death of a child. Her main motto is you must first give to get. She 

tries to enjoy little things and cherish the moments with the people she loves. 
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Finalist No. 8 
Karl Brennan 
 
Entry Title 
‘Cave Predictions’ 

 

 
 
Information 
 

The concept for the design is a parody of the Cave Paintings found in France and Spain, the earliest 

form of visual communication. The idea was to incorporate the symbol for Luas into the style of 

these paintings, playing on the theme of ‘The Future is Luas’. Replacing the animals and wildlife 

usually represented in these paintings with Luas.  The image portrays an early cave prediction that 

the future is, and always has been Luas. 

Karl is from Dublin and holds a Higher National Diploma in Graphic Design from Ballyfermot College. 

He is currently in the final year of a Degree in Visual Communication at Dublin Institute of 

Technology. He has a keen interest in art and design and travels on Luas every day. 
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Finalist No. 9 
Mags Harnett 
 
Entry Title 
‘The Future according to Kells’ 

 

 

Information 
 

The piece is in the style of Mags latest series called 'Scribe 2 Scribe'. This is an imagined dialogue 

between two monks, two scribes, who are writing the Book of Kells. The dialogue is set in the ninth 

century but the language used propells it into the 21st century; it is not written in Latin like the 

original Book of Kells but in the abbreviated language of text messaging.   

Mags recently won first prize at the RDS National Craft Awards (calligraphy and lettering section) in 

August 2013. The Scribe 2 Scribe series was shown in Avenue Road gallery in July 2013 as part of the 

10 Days in Dublin festival.  Mags had her first Irish solo exhibition, A Thousand words, at the Copper 

House Gallery in Synge Street in Dublin in September 2012 and was a finalist in the Luas art 

competition in December 2012. She has continued to show her work in France, taking part in two 

exhibitions in Tours at the ESBAT in 2013. She teaches art and French to secondary school students 

on a part-time basis.  Mags worked briefly in advertising in Dublin before going to live in Paris and 

later Cologne at the age of 21. She read French and German, at Trinity College Dublin graduating 

with an honours degree in 1998 and went on to study Fine art for five years at l’Ecole Supérieure des 

Beaux Arts de Tours, in France, where she graduated with an honours degree in 2005.  
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Finalist No. 10 
Maureen McHugh 
 
Entry Title 
‘Making memories for our Future Generation on the Luas’ 

 

 

Information 

 

This picture was taken on the Luas towards Citywest on 15th September, 2013 after a day in town 

attending the Irish Aviation Gathering, FLIGHTFEST.  In the picture is Pearl Byrne (front left), Emily 

Byrne (back left), Peter Eustace (front right) and Seamus Byrne (back right). Peter and Pearl is 

brother and sister, Seamus is Pearl’s husband and Emily is the grand-daughter of Pearl and Seamus.  

The picture captures a moment in life where everyone is sharing laughter and having fun.  This 

picture captures our old and young generation sharing quality family time and the future is being 

built on the experience of the past with Emily’s Grandparents and Great Uncle sharing stories on 

Luas.  With Luas at times offering free weekend child travel, this picture shows how offering this 

discount can bring people together, to have fun, share, care and escape from our daily routines and 

enjoy ourselves and look forward to the future.   

Maureen is from Dublin and moved to London in 1988, due to recession in Ireland where she worked 

for Apple Computers and ICI, one of the top five companies in the world at the time.  She returned 

to Ireland and became a computer Tutor teaching FETAC modules in Computers and Information 

Technology.  Her studies include a National Certificate in Humanities in the area of Adult Education 

and Community Development and a Degree in Community Drugs Work in University College Dublin .  

She is never without a camera in her hand.  Maureen loves photography and animals. She is 

currently obedience training her nine month old German Shepherd with the support of the Irish 

Kennel Club.   
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Finalist No. 11 
Stephen O’Connor 
 
Entry Title 
‘The Lunar Line’ 

 

 

Information 
 

This is a science fantasy piece, conceptualising an aspirational view of Luas. Isn’t it a fantastic idea to 

be able to just hop on the Luas and travel to the moon? Could this be the future of Luas? It’s not 

beyond the realm of possibility. Stephen’s image started out as a pen on paper sketch which was 

then scanned into his computer and painted in Photoshop using a Wacom Tablet. The visual style is 

influenced by a combination of Expressionism and Pointillism movements with a modern spin on 

them.  

 

Stephen is an Artist and Art Director for Brown Bag Films, Dublin. He previously worked as a 

background artist for Boulder Media and a Conceptual Artist, Illustrator and an Art Director. It’s hard 

to define his style as an artist because he draws what inspires him which is almost everything, from 

people to places, through timelines to locations. His studies include Classical and Computer 

Animation at Ballyfermot Art College. He lives in Saggart with his family and small but crazy dog 

‘Teeko’.  
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Finalist No. 12 
Thomas Rambo 
 
Entry Title 
‘Welcome To Luas’ 

 

 

Information 
 
This work is a surreal graphic design piece constructed from the theme the future is Luas. With 
roller-skating pony-tailed robots, bionic eyes, and larger than life ruby-red lips, we are welcomed 
into the world of Luas by a futuristic conductor, ready to escort her riders out of their dreams and 
into the future. 

Thomas grew up in Marietta, Georgia in the USA. He has previously lived in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii and 
New York City pursuing interests in film production and video art. His work has been shown at the 
Sandler Hudson Gallery in Atlanta, Georgia and he has also previewed short films at festivals 
worldwide. He now calls Dublin home, living with his Irish partner Richard O’Sullivan, an award 
winning stylist currently at Davey Davey Salon.  


